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SUB J : PMAC CHAIRMAN'S NEW YEAR'S DAY SPEECH 

SUMMARY: SPEAKING OVER RADIO AND TELEVISION ON ETHIOPIAN 
NEW YEAR'S DAY, SEPTEMBER 11, PMAC CHAIRMAN TEFERI BANTE 
MADE MAJOR ADDRESS ON INTERNAL POLICY. ALTHOUGH HE INDI- 
CATED NO DRAMATIC DEPARTURES IN IMPLEMENTING SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTION, SPEECH WAS NEVERTHELESS NOTABLE FOR TEFERI'S 
FRANK ADMISSION OF MANY PROBLEMS WHICH ETHIOPIA HAS 
FACED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SEPTEMBER 1 1 RADIO-TV SPEECH REPRESENTED STOCKTAKING 
OF PAST YEAR AND OFFERED SHORT AND LONG-TERM GUIDELINES 
FOR FURTHER NATIONAL PROGRESS. TEFERI PAID TRIBUTE TO 
POOR FARMERS, SOLDIERS. WORKERS, AEMETCHA STUDENTS, PRO- 
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GRESSIVE TEACHERS AND OTHERS WHO HAVE PERISHED IN STRUGGLE 
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AGAINST REACTIONARY ELEMENTS. HE CLAIMED THAT ELIM- 
NATION OF FEUDALISM HAD REMOVED BARRIER HITHERTO EXIST- 
ING BETWEEN PROGRESSIVE STUDENTS AND WORKING MASSES. 
THEREBY ENABLING BOTH GROUPS TO LEARN FROM EACH OTHER. 
AT SAME TIME, 1975 PROCLAMATION OF LAND REFORM, WHITE 
MAKING ALL RURAL LANDS COLLECTIVE PROPERTY OF 
ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE, HAD PRECIPITATED LIFE AND DEATH 
STRUGGLE BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY FORCES AND "FEUDALISTS, 
IMPERIALISTS, AND THEIR REMNANTS." VICTORIES ACHIEVED 
ON RURAL FRONT AND THEN THROUGH NATIONALIZING URBAN 
LAND AND ESTRA HOUSES DID NOT PERMIT COMPLACENCY, HOW- 
EVER, BUT HAD TO BE GUARANTEED THROUGH ESTABLISHMENT 
OF MORE ORGANIZED, PREPARED, AND SELF-ARMED PEOPLE S 
MILITIA TO RESIST REACTIONARY FORCES. TEFERI CITED 
SUCCESS RURAL PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS HAD ACHIEVED IN 
STIMULATING POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS, IMPROVING EFFICI- 
ENCY OF LOCAL FARM PRODUCTION, AND GUIDING FARMERS'S 
STRUGGLE TO IMPLEMENT REFORMS. 

2. DISCUSSING LABOR, TEFERI EXPLAINED THAT OLD LABOR 
LAW HAD BEEN DISCARDED BECAUSE IT WAS INHERITED FROM 
FEUDAL SYSTEM AND WAS TAILORED TO SUIT INTERESTS OF 
PROPERTIED CLASS. UNDER NEW PROCLAMATION 1,207 LABOR 
UNIONS WITH TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF 273,982 PERSONS HAVE 
BEEN SET UP SO FAR. THEIR ROLE WAS TO IMPLEMENT PRO- 
GRAM OF NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION, A TASK 
DEMANDING BITTER STRUGGLE, DISCIPLINE, AND HIGH SPIRIT. 
HOW TO AWAKEN AND ORGANIZE MASSES TO ESTABLISH REVOLU- 
TIONARY NATINAL FRONT TO CARRY OUT THIS PURPOSE WAS 
MOST PRESSING NATIONAL ISSUE. FRONT IN TURN MUST BE 

LED BY STRONG PARTY OF PROLETARIAT TO TAKE REVOLUTION 
TO ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION. TOD ATE, HOWEVER, EFFORTS 
TO ACCELERATE PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING WORKING CLASS 
PARTY AND PROPAGATING PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENTIFIC 
SOCIALISM HAVE NOT BEEN TOTALLY SATISFACTORY, ALTHOUGH 
REVOLUTIONARY DISCUSSION FORUMS HAVE BEEN SET UP AND 
AN IDEOLOGICAL SCHOOL OPENED. 

3. MEANWHILE, TEFERI SAID, REACTIONARIES HAD STEPPED 

UP POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SABOTAGE, VAINLY ATTEMPTING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO CAUSE HARVEST DECLINE, TO CAUSE PRICES TO RISE, TO 
CREATE SHORTAGES OF ESSENTIAL GOODS, AND INCITE MASSES 
TO REBEL AGAINST THEIR OWN REVOLUTION. THEY HAVE TIRIED 
TO CONVICNE PEOPLE THAT THEY WERE ALREADY SATISFACTORI- 
LY ORGANIZED AND AWAKENED. 

4. TURNING TO REVOLUTIONS'S ACHEIVEMENTS, TEFERI CLAIMED 
THAT MORE THAN 5.5 MILLION RURAL FAMILIES WERE NOW 
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ORGANIZED INTO FARMERS' ASSOCIATIONS, WHICH HAVE BEEN 
INCREASINGLY ACTIVE IN LIQUIDATING REACTIONARIES ON 
THEIR OWN INITIATIVE. OTHER ACHIEVENENTS OF THE YEAR 
INCLUDED CREATION OF NEW SETTLEMENTS FOR 12,000 LAND- 
LESS FAMILIES, URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL AND HEALTH CLINIC 
CONSTRUCTION, 637 KM. OF NEW ROAD CONSTRUCTION, 

DROUGHT RESETTLEMENT. AT SAME TIME SABOTAGE EFFORTS 
OF WELL-TO-DO AND GOVERNMENT'S MEASURES TO QUELL RE- 
ACTIONARY OPPOSITION HAD RESULTED IN HIGH MANPOWER 
AND FINANCIAL EXPENSES. LACK OF SKILLED AND POLITICAL- 
LY CONSCIEOUS PERSONNAL HAD ALSO DELAYED IMPLEMENTATION 
OF GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVES. ADDRESSING INFLATION, TEFERI 
ADMITTED THAT, WHILE LAST YEAR'S HARVESTHAD IMPROVED OVER 
PREVIOUS DROUGHT YEARS, URBAN GRAIN STOCKS RE- 
MAINED LOW, AND COST OF LIVING KEPT SOARING. HE AT- 
TRIBUTED THIS TO INCREASED CONSUPTION BY FARMERS THEM- 
SELVES, GOVERNMENT PURCHASES TO ALLEVIATE HUNGER IN DROUGHT 
AREAS, " ECONOMIC SABOTUERS AND PROFITEERS, 1 ' AND 
"HISTORIC DEPENDENCY OF ETHIOPIAN ECONOMY ON WESTERN 
ECONOMY.'' HE ALSO ADMITTED THAT UNEMPLOYMENT 
WAS STILL HIGH, OWING TO DONDITIONS INHERITED FROM 
PREVIOUS REGIME AND UNAVOIDABLE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS DURING 
TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. 

6. TEFERI LISTED SHORT-TERM PRIORITY PROBLEMS AS UNEM- 
PLOYMENT, SHORTAGES OF GOODS AND GRAINS , INFLATION, 

FININGS WAYS TO INCREASED PRODUCTION AND TO STRENGTHEN 
NATIONALIZED MEANS OF PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION , AND 
SERVICES, AND EXPANSION OF CAPITAL ACCUMULATION. AMONG 
LONG-TERM PRIORITIES .AGRICULTURE HEADED LIST, WITH ONE 
OMINOUS REFERENCE TO NEED TO "REORGANIZE SMALL PRIVATE 
FARMS ON SCIENTIFIC BASIS TO PAVE WAY FOR LARGE-SCALE 
SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE." HE PROMISED GOVERNMENT AS- 
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SISTANCE TO STIMULATE COTTAGE INDUSTIRES, EXPANSION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT, STEADY FLOW OF ESSENTIAL 
GOODS AT REASONABLE PRICES UNDER CONTROL OF STATE 
TRADING CORPORATIONS AND COOPERATIVE SHOPS, CREDITS 
FOR SMALL PRIVATE HOUSING STARTS, PROVISION OF SCHOOL 
CURRICULUMS ALONG SOCIALIST LINES, AND IMPROVED HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

7. ENTIRE SPEECH CONTAINED IMPLIED UNDERTONE OF LAMENT 
THAT MANY OF COUNTRY’SPROBLEMS RESULTED FROM MASSES' 
FAILURE TO COMPREHEND BENEFITS WHICH REVOLUTION OFFERED 
THEM AND HIS RECONGNITION THAT MUCH POLITICAL REEDUCATION 
WAS REQUIRED BEFORE ETHIOPIA'S PROBLEMS COULD BE RESOLVED. 
ONE CURIOUS FORMULATION WITH CONCEIVABLE IMPLICATIONS 
FOR U.S. STATE THAT "THE FORMER REGIME HAD WEAKENED 
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THE ARMED FORCES OF THE COUNTRY BY COMPLETELY RELYING 
ON FORIEGN ASSISTANCE." ESSENTIALLY, HOWEVER, SPEECH 
WAS APPEAL TO POPULATION FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF 
EPMG PROGRAM. 

TIENKEN 
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